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Mr BaxTER's Character of JudGs Haxx. 


IR Matthew Hale, that unwearied ſtudent; that 
— prudent man; that ſolid philoſopher ; that famous 
lawyer; that pillar and baſis of juſtice (who would not 
have done an unjuſt act for any worldly price or motive); 
that godly, ſerious, praCtical Chriſtian, the lover of good- 
neſs and all good men : 'That great contemner of the 
riches, pomp, and vanity of the world ; who while he 
fled from the honour that purſued him, was yet.made 
Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench, his being Lord 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer, living and dying with 
the moſt univerſal love and honour and praiſe, that ever 
did any Engliſh ſubject in this age, or any that * hi- 
ſtory doth 888 us with, Sc. 


UDGE * was a perſon well known, yet un- 
known: a public, yet hidden man, whoſe ſtate was, 
and is as yet known but to few. 


He that reads this little book, in a ſerious and weighty 


mind, may, as in a glaſs, plainly ſee how it is between 
God and his own ſoul. 


What man is he that Get the Lord? Him ſhall He 
teach in the way that he ſhall chooſe. Pſal. xxx. 12. 
This little tract is a treaſure worth keeping, and to be 
often peruſed by people of all perſuaſions; for we mult 
all come to judgment, to give an account of our talents 4 
and ſtewardſhip. 5 5 
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Being ſome Neceſſary and Im portant a 
; RATIONS, Ke. 


Concerning my Conſcience. 


1 Have been very diligent to keep my conſcience clean, 

to encourage it in the vicegerency, that THoU (the 
great Lox p of the world) haſt given it over my ſoul and 
actions. I have kept it in the throne, and n. re- 
verence and authority in my heart. 


In actions to be done or omitted, I have always ad- 
viſed with it, and taken its advice: I have neither ſtiffled, 
nor forced, nor bribed it z but gave it a free liberty to ad- 
viſe and ſpeak out, and a free ſubjection of my will, 
purpoſes, and actions to it. 


If, through importunity of temptations, &c. I have at 
any time done amiſs, I have not taken her up ſhort, or 
ſtopped her mouth, or my own attention to her chiding 
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and reproof; but I have, with much ſubmiſhon of mind, 
borne her chaſtiſement, and improved it to an humbling 

of myſelf before THEE for my failings; for I looked up- 
on her as acting by THY authority, for THx ſervice, 


and to THY glory; and I durſt not diſcourage, diſcoun- 
tenance, or diſobey her. 


When ſhe was pleaſed, and gave me cod words, I was 
glad; for I eſteemed her as a glaſs, that repreſented to 
my ſoul the favour or diſpleaſure of Gop himſelf, and 
how RE ſtood affected towards me. 


I have trembled more under the fear of a ſeared or dif- 
couraged conſcience, than under the fear of a ſharp or 
ſcrupulous conſcience; becauſe I always accounted the 
latter, though more troubleſome, yet more ſafe. 


I have been very jealous either of wounding, or grieving, 
or diſcouraging, or deadening my conſcience. I have 
therefore chofen rather to forbear that which ſeemed but 
indifferent, leſt there ſhould be ſomewhat in it thar 
might be unlawful; and would rather gratify my con- 
ſcience with being too ſcrupulous, than diſpleaſe, diſ- 
quiet, or flat it by being too venturous: I have ſtill cho- 
ſen rather to forbear what might be probably lawful, than 
to do that which might poſſibly be unlawful 3 becauſe I 


could not err in the former, though I might in the lat- 
ter. 


I have been careful to adviſe impartially with my con- 
ſcience before my actions; but leſt I had committed any 
thing amiſs, either in the nature or manner of the ac- 
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tion, I commonly every night brought my actions of the 
day paſt before the judicatory of my conſcience, and left 
her to a free and impartial cenfure of them; and what 


ſhe ſentenced well done, I, with humility, returned the 


praiſe thereof to thy name; what ſhe ſentenced done 
amiſs, I did humbly ſue to thee for pardon, and for 


grace to prevent me inthe like miſcarriages. By this means 


I kept my conſcience active, renewed and preſerved my 


peace with thee, and learned vigilance and caution for 
the time to come. 


Touching Tay Creatures. 


I HAve not only looked upon thy bleſſings and boun- 
ty, in lending me thy own creatures for my uſe z but I 
have ſought unto thee for a blefling upon them, in my 
uſe of them. I did very well obſerve, that there is by 
my fin a curſe in the very creatures that I receive, un- 
leſs thy bleſſing fetch it out; an emptineſs in them, un- 
leſs thy goodneſs fill them: Though thou ſhouldeſt 
give me quails and manna from heaven, yet without thy 
bleſſing on them, they would become rottenneſs and pu- 


trefaction to me; and therefore I ever begged thy bleſ- 


ſings themſelves; and attributed the ,good I found or 
was to expect in them, to the ſame hand that gave them. 


I received and uſed thy creatures as committed to 


me under a truſt, and as a ſteward and accomptant for 


them; therefore I was always careful to uſe them ac- 


cording to thoſe limits and in order to thoſe ends for 


which thou didſt commit them to me. 1ſt, With tem- 
perance and moderation; I did not uſe thy creatures to 
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luxury and exceſs, to make proviſions for my luſts with 
vain- glory or oſtentation, but for the convenient ſupport 
of the exigencies of my nature and condition ; and if at 
any time thy goodneſs did indulge me in a ufe op them 


for deligh, as well as neceſlity, I did but rarely and 


watchfully, I looked not upon the wine when it gave 
its colour in the cup, nor gave myſelf over either to ex- 
ceſs or curioſity in meats or drinks; I have checked 
myſelf therein, as being in thy preſence, and ſtill re- 
membered I had thy creatures under an account; and 
was ever careful to avoid exceſs or intemperance, be- 
cauſe every exceſſive cup and meal was in danger to 
leave me ſomewhat in debt and arrear to my Loxp. 
2dly, With mercy and compaſſion to the creatures 
themſelves, which thou haſt put under my power and 
diſpoſal. When I conſider the admirable powers of life 
and ſenſe which I ſaw in the birds and beaſts, and all 
the men in the world could not give the like being to 
any thing, nor reſtore that life and ſenſe which is once 
taken from them: When I conſidered how innocently 
and harmleſly the fowls, and fiſh, and ſheep, and oxen, 
take their food, that thou, the LorDp of all, haſt given 
them; I have been apt to think that ſurely thou didſt in- 
tend a more innocent kind of food to man, than ſuch 
as muſt be taken with ſuch detriment to thoſe living 
parts of thy creation; and although thy wonderful goqd- 
neſs hath ſo much indulged mankind, as to give up the 
lives of theſe creatures for the food of man by the ex- 
preſs commiſſion, yet I ſtill do and ever did think, that 
there was a juſtice due from man, even to theſe ſenſible 
creatures, that he ſhould take them ſparingly for neceſſity, 
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and not for delight; or if for delight, yet not for luxu- 
ry. I have been apt to think, that if there were any 
more liberal uſe of creatures for delight or variety, it 
ſhould be of fruits, or ſuch other delicacy as might be 
had without the loſs of life: But however it be, this 
very conſideration hath made me very ſparing and care. 
ful, not vainly, or ſuperfluouſly, or unneceſſarily, or 
prodigally, to take away the life of thy creatures for 
feaſting and exceſs. And the very ſame conſideration 
hath gone along with me in reference to the labour of 
the creatures, as from man to man: and that an ex- 
ceſſive, immoderate, unſeaſonable uſe of the creatures 
labour, is an injuſtice for which he mult account. 


To deny domeſtic creatures their convenient food ; to 
exact that labour from them that they are not able to 
perform; to uſe extremity or cruelty towards them; is 
a breach of that truſt under which the dominion of 
the creatures was committed to us, and a breach of that 

juſtice that is due from men to them; and therefore I 
have always eſteemed it as part of my duty, and it hath _ 
been always my practice, to be merciful to my beaſts; 
and upon the ſame account I have ever eſteemed it a 
breach of truſt, and have accordingly declined any 
cruelty to any of thy creatures, and as much as I might 
prevented it to others, as a tyranny inconſiſtent with 
the truſt and ſtewardſhip that thou haſt committed to 

me. I have abhorred thoſe ſports that conſiſt in the tor- 
turing of the creatures; and if either noxious creatures 
muſt be deſtroyed, or creatures for food mult be taken, 
it hath been my practice to do it in that manner that 
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and I have ſtill thought it an unlawful thing to deftroy 
thoſe creatures for recreation ſake, that either were not 
hurtful when they lived, or are not profitable when they 
are killed; ever remembering, that though thou haſt gi- 
ven us dominion over thy creatures, yet it is under a 


law of juſtice, prudence, and moderation, otherwiſe we 


ſhould become tyrants, not lords, over thy creatures; 
and therefore thoſe things of this nature, that others 
have practiſed as recreations, I have avoided as fins. 


Touching my Body. 


My body, which was given to ſerve and obey, became 
the empreſs, and commanded and corrupted my ſoul, 
embaſed and enſlaved it to luſt and diforder : and my 
ſoul, which was given to rule, became but a flave of my 
body. I conſidered, that if the buſineſs was thus carried 
on, my happineſs muſt be only in this life, and that 
when death ſeized upon me, I had an imortal ſoul that 
had loſt her time wholly in this world, and therefore 
could expect nothing but vexation and everlaſting confu- 
ſion to all eternity, &c. Upon theſe, and the like con- 
ſiderations, I reſolved and practiſed ſeverity over my 
body, and refuſed to gratify her intemperate deſires; 
denied them, kept them in awe, and under diſcipline; 
and becauſe I found that my luſts grew unruly by varie- 
ty and curioſity of meats and drinks, I ſubdued them by 
moderate diet and temperance, My table was ſparing 
to myſelt, my cloaths plain, my retinue and attendance 


but neceſſary; I chaſed away my luſts with the contem- 
Plations of the preſence of God, the end of Chriſts ſuf- 


ferings, the certainty yet uncertainty of death, the ſtate af- 
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ter death; and mingled all my enjoyments and defires 
with theſe ferious and cleanſing conſiderations; and I 
petemptorily refuſed to gratify the cravings of an inor- 
dinate ſenſual appetite, and did reſolutely let them 
know, they ſhould not, might not, expect any better 
dealing from me; and my practiſe was accordingly. 


, Concerning my Wealth. 


Tas more I had the more was my care, and the 


greater the charge that I had under my hands, and the 


more was my ſolicitude to be a faithful ſteward of it, 
to the honour and uſe of my maſter ; but my part was 
the leaſt that was in it. Indeed I rejoiced in this, that 


my maſter eſteemed me faithful, committing the diſpen- 


ſation thereof to my truſt; but I thought it no more 
mine than the lord's bailiff or the merchant's caſh-keep- 
er thinks his maſter's rents or money his; and there- 
fore thought it would be a breach of my truſt to con- 
ſume or embezzle that wealth in exceſſive ſuperfluities 
of meat, drink, or apparel, or in advancing myſelf or my 
poſterity to a maſly or huge acqueſt. 


Touching my Reputation. 


Tuovc I have loved my reputation, and have been 
vigilant not to loſe or impair it by my own default or 
neglect, yet I have looked upon it as a brittle thing, a 
thing that the devil aims to hit in a ſpecial manner, a 
thing that is much in the power of a falſe report, a miſ- 
take or miſapprehenſion, to wound and hurt; notwith- 
ſtanding all my care, I am at the mercy of others, 
without God's wonderful, over-ruling Providence. And 


as 
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as my reputation is the eſteem that others have of me, 
ſo that eſteem my be blemiſhed without my default, I 
have therefore always taken this care, not to ſet my 
heart upon my reputation. I will uſe all fidelity and 
honeſty, and take care it ſhall not be loſt by any default 
of mine; and if notwithſtanding all this, my reputation 
be ſoiled by evil or envious men or angels, I will pa- 
tiently bear it, and content myſelf with the ſerenity of 
my own conſcience. 


IT = = 


The aforeſaid Author, in his book Of the nature of 
True Religion, &c. p. 17. &c. 


Rux Religion teaches and tutors the ſoul to a high 

"reverence and veneration of Almighty God, a ſin- 
cere and upright walking as in the preſence of the in- 
viſible, all-ſeeing God. It makes a man truly to love, 
to- honour, to obey him, and therefore careful to know 
what his will is: It renders the heart highly thankful to 
him, both as his Creator, Redeemer, and Benefactor: 


It makes a man entirely to depend upon him, to ſeek 


him for guidance, direction, and protection, to ſubmit 
to his will with all patience and reſignation of ſoul : It 
gives the law not only to his words and actions, but to 
his very thoughts and purpoſes, that he dares not 
entertain thoughts unbecoming the ſight and pre- 
ſence of that God, to whom all our thoughts are le- 
gible: It teacheth and bringeth a man to ſuch a 
deportment both of external and internal ſobriety, as 
may be decent in the preſence of God and all his holy 
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| Angels: It cruſheth and caſts down all pride and 
| havghtineſs, both in a man's heart and carriage, and 
gives him an humble frame of ſoul and life, both in the 


fight of God and men: It regulates and governs the 
paſſions of the mind, and brings them into due modera- 


tion and frame: It gives a man a right eſtimate of this 


preſent world, and ſets the heart and hopes above it, ſo 
that he never loves it more than it deſerves: It makes 
the wealth and the glory of this world, high places, 
and great preferments, but of a low and little value to 
him; ſo that he is neither covetous, nor ambitious, nor 
over- ſolicitous concerning the advantages of it: It brings 


a man to that frame, to that righteouſneſs, juſtice, ho- 


neſty, and fidelity, as if they were part of his nature; he 
can ſooner die than commit or purpoſe that which is un- 


juſt, diſhoneſt, or unworthy a good man. It makes 


him value the love of God, and peace of conſcience, 
above all the wealth and honour in the world, and to 
be very vigilant to keep it inviolably :—He performs all 
his dutics to God in fincerity and integrity ; and whilſt 
he lives on earth, yet his converſation, his hopes, his 
treaſure 1s in heaven ; and he entirely endeavours to 
walk ſuitably to ſuch a hope : This man hath the life 


of religion in him, and that life acts in him, and will 


conform his ſoul to the image of his Saviour, and to 
walk along with him to all eternity. 


OD hath given to the ſons of men “, in reſpect of 
ſenſual things, objects not only for neceſſity but 
delight; but here is their miſery as well as their fin, 
that they reſt not in what God lawfully allows.—And 
hence it is that the God of wy curſes, and that moſt 


* Knowledge f God, p. 286, 237. 


juſtly, 
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juſtly, his own bleſſings unto that man that thus per- 
verts the uſe of them. Wine rejoiceth the heart of man, 
as it was given for that end; but when a man in the uſe 
of it looks no higher but to ſatiate himſelf, there is + 
ſting put into it, and it proves a ſerpent. Prov. xxiii. 52. 


Touching the Conſcience. 


Co. SCIENCE is God's vicegerent in man *, and when 
her Lord is angry the conſcience will chide: It is 


a glaſs wherein a man may, by reflection, ſee the face of 
heaven and his own ſoul. 


If thy conſcience blame thee, though never ſo little, 
deſpiſe it not, nor neglect this ſecret check; it is a 
meſſage from heaven that ſummons thee to thy duty, 


5.377 


Certainly the ſenſe of the love of God 1s either not at 
all, or not awake, when any man conſiderately com- 
mits the leaſt ſin againſt his conſcience, p. 297. 


The direction of conſcience, when it is well uſed, is 
ſeldom without the immediate direction of the very 
ſpirit of God; but if the guidance of that ſpirit be ne- 
glected, it will not return to thy aſſiſtance when thou 
pleaſeſt, p. 369. 


There is nothing in the world conduceth more to the 
compoſure and tranquillity of the mind, than the ſere- 
nity and clearneſs of the conſcience; keep but that ſafe 
and untainted, the mind will enjoy a calm and tran- 

quillity 


* Knowledge of God, p. 269. 
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quillity 1 in the midft of all the ſtorms of the whale: and 
although the waves beat, and the feas work, and the 
winds blow, the mind that hath a clear conſcience with 
in, will be as ſtable and as ſafe from perturbation as a 
rock in the midft of a tempeſtuous fea, and will be a 
Goſhen to, and within itſelf, when the reſt of the world 
without 1s like an Egypt for plagues and darkneſs. 


Whatever thou doft hazard or loſe, keep the inte- 
grity of thy conſcience both before troubles come and 
under them; it is a jewel will make thee rich in the 
midſt of poverty, a ſun that will give thee light in the 
midſt of darkneſs, a fortreſs that will keep thee ſafe in 
the greateſt danger, and that is never to be taken from 
thee, unleſs thou thyſelf betray it and deliver it up. 


Judge HAL x's e of the N and invi viſth ble 
S Guidance of the Spirit of Gee 7 


n that truly fear God have a ſeeret gudaaes 

from a higher wiſdom than what is barely human, 
namely, the ſpirit of truth and wiſdom, that doth really 
and truly, but ſecretly, prevent and direct them. Any 
man that ſincerely and truly fears Almighty God, re- 
lies upon 'him, and calls upon him for his guidance and 
direction, hath it as really as a ſon hath the counſel and 
direction of his father. And though the voice be not 


audible, nor the direction always perceptible (or dif- 


cernible) to ſenſe, yet it is equally as real as if a man 
heard the voice ſaying, This is the way, walk in it. 


* 
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And this ſecret direction of Almighty God is prin- 
cipally ſcen in matters relating to the good of the ſoul, 
yet it may alſo be found in the concerns of this life, 
which a good man, that fears God, and begs his direc. 
tion, ſhall very often, if not at all d find. | 


I can call my own experience to witneſs that even 
in the external actions of my whole life, I was never 
diſappointed of the beſt guidance and direction when I 
have in humility and fincerity implored the ſecret direc- 
tion and guidance of the divine wiſdom. 

The obſervation of the ſecret admonition of crit 
of God in the heart, as it is an effectual means to 
cleanſe and ſanctify thy heart, and the more it is at- 
tended unto, the more it will be converſant with thy 
ſoul for thy inſtruction.—In the midſt of thy difficul- 
ties, it will be thy counſellor; in the midſt of thy tem- 
tations, it will be thy ſtrength, and grace ſufficient for 
thee; in the midſt of thy troubles, it will be thy light 
and thy comforter: Only beware thou neglect not the 
voice of this ſpirit; it may be thy negle& may quench it, 
and thou mayeſt never hear that voice more. 


It is impoſſible for thee to enjoy that which muſt 
make thee happy, till thou are deeply ſenſible of thy 
own emptineſs and nothingneſs, and thy ſpirit thereby 
brought down and laid in the duſt - The ſpirit of Chriſt 
is an humbling ſpirit ; the more thou haſt of it the more 
it will humble thee; and it is a ſign that either thou 
haſt it not, or that it is yet over-maſter'd by thy cor- 

ruptions, if chy heart be ſtill haughty. 
Watch 
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Watch therefore the ſecret perſuaſions and diflua- 
fions of the ſpirit of God, and beware thou quench it 
not, nor grieve it. Be ſure thou obſerve this voice—This 
wind that blows where it liſts, if ſhut out, reſiſted, or 
grieved, may haply never breath upon thee again, but 
leave thee to be hardened in thy ſins; but if obſerved 
and obeyed, thou ſhalt be ſure to have it thy monitor 
and director upon all occaſions; when thou goeſt, it 
will lead thee; when thou ſleepeſt, it will keep thee; and 
when thou àwakeſt, it will talk with thee. | 


Theſe are faithful, weighty, and true ſayings : rr 
are thoſe that witneſs them ſo to be. 


